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On behalf of CEFPI Australasia, I welcome you to join us in  
‘100% Middle -Earth’ for our 13th regional conference– “Disruption”. 
This year, our wonderful conference committee has been working 
hard to create a sensational program which will be hosted by our 
Tasman neighbour Auckland.

An inspiring nation, New Zealand has long been recognised for 
its political stability and strength as a model of democracy. In true 
spirit, New Zealand remains strong and economically independent 
whilst boasting an enviable lifestyle that is heralded the world over. 
CEFPI Australasia offers a program of well - recognised and inspiring 
speakers, site visits to some of New Zealand’s most advanced 
learning institutions and the opportunity to share with you a culture 
that is celebrated for its youth and sense of adventure.

We welcome our friends from around Australia, Asia, New Zealand 
and across the globe to join us in an engaging program which will 
re-energise you in your efforts at bettering educational facilities,  
whilst enjoying New Zealand’s spectacularly beautiful landscape 
and wonderful hospitality.

CEFPI Australasia has seen a busy few years of strong growth under 
the guidance of my predecessor, Andrew Pender, and I thank him for 
his invaluable contribution throughout his Chair of the Australasian 
region. I am honoured and excited about my new role with CEFPI 
and look forward to further partaking in the experience and 
knowledge from which we all benefit through our involvement  
in this organisation.

CEFPI is a forum of collaboration between diverse people, industries 
and partnerships whose ultimate aim is to improve the environment in 
which our future generations will gain their education. This is a great 
place to strengthen relationships and make valuable networking 
opportunities and to share expertise. Through the generous support 
of our friends, members and partners, we are proud to offer you an 
opportunity to pack your jandals and join us in Auckland.
See you there.

Mark Trotter
Chair 
CEFPI Australasia

I am delighted to invite you to join the 2013 CEFPI Conference in 
Auckland. New Zealand is the newest chapter of CEFPI and has a 
very committed and talented team putting together a conference that 
will engage you with the newest trends, innovations and discoveries 
in education, research and design.

Auckland is a very exciting location for a conference with its 
spectacular waterfront, cultural and arts venues and moderate 
weather. The social program will offer opportunities to engage  
with the city and its highlights.

The theme of the Auckland conference is ”Disruption”. For New 
Zealand and our neighbours around the Pacific this is an idea with 
a double meaning. Natural disasters have been our common and 
collective experience in recent years. The appalling human cost 
of earthquakes, floods, fires and tsunamis is acknowledged with 
huge regret. To honour those who were lost or harmed it is essential 
that new learning rises from these devastating events. This is an 
opportunity to drop the non-essential baggage and focus on the core 
of the educative experience. When facilities have to be refurbished 
or replaced it is a significant obligation to ensure that the new  
spaces are better and not a clone of the past.

Disruption is also a concept we can apply without the impetus of 
disaster. This idea has begun to appear in the education, business 
and design literature. The task of challenging convention and 
repetitive practice, looking unflinchingly at existing solutions is ours. 
To appraise the effectiveness of our space and learning designs,  
to foster innovation, to reach unexpected and startling outcomes  
that disrupt entrenched patterns and prevent the domestication  
of innovation, these are the tasks of this conference.

The conference offers keynote speakers of international repute, site 
visits to a wide range of innovative facilities, up close engagement 
with educators, researchers and designers, a range of trade exhibits 
and the opportunity to mix with local and international colleagues.

Join us for a challenging and exciting experience in Auckland,  
it will be a pleasure to welcome you to our city.

Helen Anderson
Conference Chair 2013

Message from the CEFPI 
Chair Australasia 

Welcome from the 
Conference Chair 
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Christian Long: Christian Long is an educator, school planner, 
technology expert, passionate advocate for innovative learning 
communities, and educational futurist. Christian works for Cannon 
Design’s global education group where he helps to lead The Third 
Teacher + studio. Additionally, he was the founder of Be Playful, a 
collaborative educational design agency and founder/co-developer 
of Prototype Design Camp, an innovative national design program 
for young creatives, collaborating on real problems in the real 
world in real time. Additionally, Christian speaks nationally and 
internationally on topics ranging from emerging trends in education, 
21st Century technology and social media, and innovative school 
planning practices.

Mark Treadwell is an independent consultant who has addressed 
over 200 regional, national and international conferences/seminars 
over the last five years. He speaks on the transformation of education 
required in order to address the issues of the current paradigm shift 
in education and the changes in teaching and learning practices 
necessary for today’s learners. Mark has completed extensive 
research into the future of schooling, curriculum design, neuroscience, 
technology and the impact these have on teaching and learning 
practices. He has written two major literature reviews on the future of 
education and how the brain learns as well as developing a global 
conceptual curriculum and the KnowledgeNET online learning 
environment www.MarkTreadwell.com

Abstract: Before designers start designing spaces they need a brief. 
The essence of the brief is to design a space that facilitates effective 
learning BUT what actually is learning? How does the brain do that? 
How do we become creative? What do we expect when we say 
to students “Okay let’s think about that!” or “I want you to use your 
imagination!” What do we expect them to actually do? How does 
the brain really learn and what is the model of thinking, learning and 
remembering that we will use to design the spaces we require?

Designing Spaces for Learning 
Mark Treadwell, Consultant,  
Mark Treadwell Consultancy, NZ

Designing Agile Learning Ecologies for 
Complex Futures
Christian Long, Vice President Education, Co-Practice 
Leader, The Third Teacher + Studio and  Trung Le, 
Principal, Education; Co-Practice Leader,  
The Third Teacher + Studio

Factories No More: The Key Role Design and Furniture 
Has in Enabling Teachers to Change Pedagogy 
Stephen Harris, Principal, Northern Beaches  
Christian School; Director, Sydney Centre for  
Innovation in Learning, NSW

Stephen Harris has presented at numerous conferences in the 
last decade. Key topics have included the role of technology in 
learning, school design, strategies for shifting school leadership 
and pedagogy to a 21st century context and more recently on the 
importance of learning space design as being pivotal to school 
transformation. Stephen has been the Principal of Northern Beaches 
Christian School, Sydney, Australia since 1999 and in 2005 founded 
the Sydney Centre for Innovation in Learning (www.scil.com.au), a 
research and innovation unit within the school. NBCS has around 
1300 day students attending school within a hybrid learning context 
and a further 200 online students. “Northern Beaches Christian 
School: one of the most innovative in the world…”  
Charles Leadbeater, June 2011.

Abstract: This keynote will focus on the interplay between design 
and pedagogy, recognizing that under normal daily pressures, 
teachers will not be freed to move away from their default reversion 
to factory-mode pedagogies, (no doubt linked back to their own 
school experience), to 21st century multimodal learning, if a building 
and its spaces do not both enable and force the transition. In a 
design process that looks at school design - the very word ‘school’ 
will conjure up entrenched perceptions from the experience of all 
involved. The session will look at the need to commence planning 
and design from an entirely different paradigm, if teachers are to be 
empowered to make the pedagogical transitions expected of them, 
so that 21st learners can experience a model that resembles nothing 
of the factory models of the past.

Presentation
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Trung (“Le”) Le: As the leader of Cannon Design’s global K-12 
education group and founder of The Third Teacher + studio,  
Trung Le is a widely-recognized advocate for incorporating multiple 
intelligences and diverse learning styles in the design of education 
environments. During his 20-year career, he has focused on creating 
spaces encouraging student inquiry and imagination, and what it 
means to be a part of a global community. Le is a frequent speaker 
at national and international education and design conferences,  
and his collaboration with Bruce Mau resulted in the publication,  
The Third Teacher.

Abstract: As Bruce Mau often reminds us, we can no longer  
afford to simply design the object; we must design the entire ecology. 
And when we imagine proactively responding to questions re:  
the “future of learning”, we are called to respond to such  
questions via a truly systemic mindset.

We will explore the connection between the evolution of human-
centered “design thinking” methodologies at a time of increased 
discussion around the development of 21st century learning 
environments. Ultimately the goal is to discuss the growing need to foster 
agile learning environments that empower trans-disciplinary teams of 
creatives solving complex problems anchored in the real world.



Expected and Unexpected Disruption Factors: Christchurch Schools 
and the Canterbury Earthquakes
John Leonard, Principal, Freeville School and Kaiårahi Professional Learning 
and Development for Te Tapuae o Rehua, Christchurch, and Mike Anderson, 
Principal, Waimairi School, Christchurch, NZ

Dr Julia Atkin has a passion for understanding how we learn and 
what supports and enhances learning. Her desire to contribute to 
the transformation of education for 21stC has involved her in all 
aspects of educational re-design – pedagogy, curriculum, leadership 
as well as facilities review and design. Awards for her work include 
Apple Distinguished Educator, 2000 - 2004, Fellow of the Australian 
College of Educators and the Sir Harold Wyndham Medal - 2000 in 
recognition of the contribution her work has made to the learning of 
teachers and the children of Australia. In October 2003, The Bulletin 
named Julia as one of Australia’s Smart 100 – a list of one hundred 
people, ten in ten fields, making a difference to Australian society 
through innovation.

Abstract: Without disruption to a system there is no transformation. 
Without transformation there is rapid disintegration of a system 
when external change is rapid. How can we as designers, educators 
and planners use disruption as a catalyst to bring about intelligent, 
inspired transformation of learning landscapes?

Mike Anderson is Principal at Waimairi Primary School and  
an avid promoter of the use of ICT in primary school teaching.  
Mike’s school of over 500 students was hit hard in the February 
earthquake. His work on keeping his community together and basing 
it on strong learning has been recognised throughout Christchurch.

John Leonard has been seconded from his usual role as Principal of 
Freeville School and is currently working for Te Tapuae o Rehua.  
Te Tapuae o Rehua is a consortium of Te Runanga o Ngåi Tahu and 
the five major tertiary institutions of the South Island. He manages 
“Mau ki te Ako”, a contract delivering culturally responsive in-service 
professional development to teachers in the South Island (Primary 
and Secondary) and the lower half of the North Island (Secondary). 
John’s school was devastated by the quake, with the majority of 
his school zone now red, yet he has maintained his roll and is still 
the school of choice in the area. John was awarded a Canterbury 
Earthquake Award for services to his school community.

Abstract: This keynote will explore the expected and unexpected 
disruption factors faced by schools since the Canterbury Earthquakes. 
The physical environment, infrastructure, human and community 
impacts will all be covered.

Beyond a Turbo Charged Caterpillar: Using Disruptive 
Forces Intelligently to Affect Transformation of an 
Outmoded System
Dr Julia Atkin, Education Consultant, Learning by Design, 
NSW, Australia
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You need to make your own arrangements for travel to and accommodation in Christchurch.

Hotel suggestion near the airport is the Sudima Hotel, 550 Memorial Avenue, Christchurch, 8053 Ph +64 3 358 3139

In line with the theme of the Conference ‘Disruption” you will be able to attend whichever session you wish and move from session 
to session. Pre-selection of these sessions is not required - see details on page 25.

Snap Shots
“Snap Shot” presentations are a series of quick presentations that explore ‘Disruption’ – the theme of the conference. The 15 - minute 
presentations will be led by a range of innovators in design, education and research. Collectively, they will showcase real life examples
with a focus on visual presentation with entertaining and challenging commentary. 

Talk to the Experts
“Talk to the Experts” offers a chance to sit in “round table” style with our outstanding presenters and interested colleagues to discuss key themes. 
Presenters will discuss the issues and challenges of a recent project. Presenters will bring plans, documents, and images to discuss around the  
table with participants in open conversation.

‘Choose Your Disruption’   
 Session

Tuesday 28 May 2013, 10.00am - 3.30pm

Thursday 30 May 2013

Program
10.00am Welcome / briefing at Sudima Hotel (near Christchurch airport) 
 Overview of the education situation in Christchurch pre and post-earthquake with an emphasis on planning and  
 opportunities for schooling in Christchurch for the future.

11.00am Depart for Education Site Visit One. 
 This will entail an overview of the school’s experience and their plans for the future.

12.15pm Lunch

12.45pm CBD Bus Tour 
 Issues for inner city schools.

1.45pm Depart for Education Site Visit Two. 
 This will entail an overview of the school’s experience and their plans for the future.

3.15pm Afternoon Tea
 
3.30pm Bus back to Christchurch airport

Pre - Conference Tour  
 of Christchurch
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Workshops provide the opportunity to engage with presenters in a small group over 60 – 90 minutes. Workshops are led by 
exceptional practitioners and innovators who will offer a unique learning opportunity to participants. The attendees will work 
through concepts and practices to challenge the current thinking about educational facilities and their interrelationships with learning.

W1  Pedagogy and Learning Space Design in NZ in the last 15 Years,  
 Michael Deaker, Education Consultant, NZ

 Since the late 1990s, the design of new and remodelled New  
 Zealand schools has evolved dramatically from corridors and  
 private shoe -boxes to flexible, shared, open, glazed, indoor/ 
 outdoor spaces for teaching and learning. At the same time,  
 NZ research has steadily revealed what works in schools…. 
 how teachers actually cause learning amongst diverse students.  
 There is a strong relationship between these two trends in  
 design and pedagogy.

W2 Time Out! Are We Really Doing Such a Good Job?  
 Dr Ken Woodman. Principal Architect, No 42 Architecture  
 and Dr Ben Cleveland: Research Fellow (LEaRN),  
 University of Melbourne

 This active workshop will challenge participants to question  
 their experiences of recent spatial and pedagogical innovation  
 and ask them to consider what is actually required to ‘switch on’  
 new learning environments. In a social constructivist format,  
 participants will discuss the finer points associated with  
 developing settings for contemporary education. Questions to  
 be interrogated include: Are new generation learning  
 environments really working? Has recent spatial innovation  
 married well with contemporary educational practice? Why  
 are kids still being lectured at in ‘flexible spaces’? Who’s  
 supporting the cultural change process? Why can’t I hear  
 myself think? Who ordered those terrible tables and chairs?

W3 Creating Supportive Learning Communities,  
 Lisa Oldham, Development Specialist- School Library Futures,  
 National Library of New Zealand and Jacque Allen,  
 eLearning Strategist, eLearning Action, New Zealand

 A supportive learning community needs to reflect the physical  
 and virtual environments of school life, involve a whole school  
 approach to pedagogy and provide professional learning to all.  
 A supportive physical and virtual learning community (learning  
 commons, blended learning, eLearning and the flipped classroom  
 concept) creates a teaching and learning culture that engages  
 learners and pushes traditional teaching practice to the next level.
 
 This workshop will be a green fields exercise developing  
 the concept of a ‘learner centred approach’ to designing  
 facilities. Participants will explore ways of creating supportive  
 spaces that can:
	 •	 enable multiple styles of teaching and learning,
	 •	 make connections with the outside environment,
	 •	 accommodate information and communication  
  technology demands,
	 •	 consider comfort, safety and functionality that is reflective  
  of the school’s values and point of difference.

 There will be examples from New Zealand schools showing  
 ways in which they are maximising the use of physical and  
 virtual spaces to create new ways of teaching and learning  
 which engage learners and create exciting teaching and  
 learning spaces.

W4 Hack Your Classroom: Teaching Teachers to be Designers,  
 Christian Long, Vice President Education, Co-Practice Leader,  
 The Third Teacher + Studio and Trung Le, Principal, Education;  
 Co-Practice Leader, The Third Teacher + Studio

 In our team’s book, The Third Teacher, we propose 79 Ideas  
 to spark conversations about the relationship between teaching  
 / learning + the design of learning environments. In this effort, we  
 proposed in Idea #1 that “Everyone can be a designer”,  
 recognizing that all teachers and students “have ideas about  
 their ideal learning environments”. In our current collaboration  
 with Edutopia (the George Lucas Educational Foundation) –  
 “Hack Your Classroom” – we have set out to help teachers take  
 a tangible step forward there, learning how to ‘hack’ their  
 classroom and develop a perpetual ‘designer’s mindset’ when  
 developing one’s entire learning ecology over time. This session  
 will seek to offer participants tangible ways to immediately  
 improve their current classrooms / learning environments, as well  
 as to develop a ‘designer’s mind’ in areas well beyond the  
 physical space.

W5 Good Design Begins with Honesty: Why Must Learning  
 Culture Impact School Design & Architecture?  
 Stephen Harris, Principal, Northern Beaches Christian School;  
 Director, Sydney Centre for Innovation in Learning, NSW
 
 Education is rapidly reaching a point of crisis worldwide. Schools  
 cannot sit back and expect students to engage themselves in  
 learning, they must take the lead to create an engaging  
 environment where learning is connected to authentic tasks  
 and located in communities that look very different from the  
 traditional industrial school paradigm. There is a key role for  
 designers, architects and educators to play in ensuring that the  
 designed environments match where education needs to go –  
 not where it has been. This workshop will explore these notions in  
 greater depth.

W6 Designing from the Inside Out,  
 Julia Atkin, Education Consultant, Learning by Design,  
 NSW, Australia
 
 Julia will explore processes for engaging collaboration  
 between architects, interior designers, educators and  
 planners and understand the keys to ensuring collaboration  
 is authentic and effective.
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SITE VISIT NO SITE VISIT

Tour N1 Albany Senior High 

 Wilson School

Tour C1 UoA Medical School

 AUT School of Communications

Tour S1 Mission Heights Primary School

 Ormiston Senior College

Tour S3 BLENNZ School

 Kia Aroha College

Tour E1 Stonefields Primary School

 Elim Christian College Junior Campus

Tour E3 Epsom Girls’ Grammar School  

 Performing Arts Centre

 St Cuthbert’s College Performing  

 Arts Centre

Tour W1 Hobsonville Point Primary School

 Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Te Kotuku

SITE VISIT NO SITE VISIT

Tour C2 UoA Undergrad Labs

 UoA Business School

 UoA School of Engineering

Tour S2 Alfriston College

 Hingaia Peninsula School

Tour E2 Saint Kentigern College Science Centre  

 Saint Kentigern College Macfarlane 

 (Administration) 

 Centre Saint Kentigern College Arts  

 & Technology Building

Tour E4 St Kentigern School Jubilee  

 Sports Centre  

 St Peter’s College Sports Complex  

 Auckland Grammar School  

 Sports Complex

Tour W2 Auckland Girls’ Grammar School

 Avondale College

Wednesday 29 May 2013 Thursday 30 May 2013

Site Visit Information
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Wednesday 29 May 2013, 1.00pm - 4.00pm
Tour N1- Northern Tour #1

Albany Senior High 
536 Albany Highway, Albany

This site visit is sponsored by

The brief was to build a senior high school to cater for 1300 students 
that took into account and responded to the site characteristics and 
constraints, building on the unique qualities of the site to fit into the  
rapidly changing nature of the surrounding area.

The school teaching and learning spaces are built around ten Learning 
Communities, each catering for up to 130 students. The Learning 
Communities are open plan - areas can be created with mobile 
panels, whiteboards and furniture to cater for student groups of various 
sizes. Within the Learning Communities also exist meeting room 
pods, specialist presentation rooms, resource rooms, communal staff 
workrooms, toilet facilities and food and drinks stations. As the Learning 
Communities reach the building centre they become more casual,  
and eventually flow directly into the circulation spine running the  
length of the school.

The specialist classrooms, Science, Art and Technology, are spread 
throughout the three storey school between the Learning Communities. 
The highly open and flexible nature of the school is designed to 
encourage strong community interaction between students and staff and 
new and varied methods of learning - both individual and group based.
The provision of flexible spaces continues into the external environment.  
A large plaza links the teaching block with an existing preserved 
historical school house, productive gardens and the gymnasium.

The outdoor seating is moveable and can be rearranged, reduced 
or increased to accommodate for the varying spatial requirements of 
different activities and student capacities. The Plaza also incorporates a 
shade structure, outdoor stage and seating steps that can be used for 
formal or informal gatherings, assemblies and general ‘break- time’ uses.

Wilson School 
1 St Leonards Road, Takapuna

The first of its kind, Takapuna’s Wilson School provides specialised 
teaching in a safe and nurturing environment for its diverse roll  
of students.

Built in 2008, Wilson School is the first purpose-built Special Needs 
School in New Zealand, catering primarily for students from five to 
twenty - one years of age with complex special needs. These students 
are funded through the Ongoing and Reviewable Resourcing Scheme 
(ORRS). The school is located in a tranquil and serene site in a well-
established park - like setting within the grounds of Wilson Centre in 
Takapuna, Auckland.

The building design reflects the special provisions required for the 
students and provides good teaching and therapy spaces within a 
welcoming and safe environment. The 2 - level, 1600sqm building 
accommodates 6 classrooms, a multi-purpose hall, a library, therapy 
rooms and secured out - door play areas. The school employs Teachers, 
Teacher Aides, Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists, Speech 
Language Therapists and Music Therapists to support Students in their 
learning opportunities.

Since completion, the school has received numerous accolades as 
a benchmark of special needs education facility. Apart from winning 
the inaugural NZIA New Zealand Architecture Medal as the best 
architecture in New Zealand in 2009, the school was also selected as 
a finalist in the World Architecture Awards in Barcelona. Most recently, 
the school was awarded the overall winner - Asia Pacific Region in  
the public service architecture category in the International  
Property Awards.
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The University of Auckland 
Medical School
85 Park Road, Grafton

After reconfiguring the University of Auckland’s Medical School in their 
masterplan, Jasmax won the commission to design a new building for 
the faculty at the University’s Grafton campus.

The University of Auckland’s Medical School in Grafton has occupied 
a set of sturdy buildings since the late ’60s. After working on the 
masterplan for the sector, Jasmax won the commission to create a more 
student-centred space and reorganise the way the faculty operated, 
consistent with modern teaching methods and research needs.

The project encompasses a new building (named the Boyle Building), 
and a multi-storeyed atrium space. This is the heart of the school and it is 
a very generous space, providing connections between the existing and 
new buildings that flow through the atrium space.

The naturally ventilated atrium is bordered on one side by a wide stair 
that leads right up through the building. At ground level, there is a café 
and also an open student lounge and the student admin centre. Above 
it is the library, computer labs and student commons where colourful 
furniture helps to create a playful and pleasant atmosphere for  
students to study.

The lower two floors of the Boyle Building are for the undergraduates 
and are more open plan and less restricted. Rising up the building, the 
security increases with the level of postgraduate research. The building 
also contains open-plan offices and internal meeting rooms, clinics and 
staff lounges. The research labs in the existing buildings have also been 
refurbished, bringing them up to date and providing more sophisticated 
lab environments that allow for and facilitate collaboration  
between students.

AUT School of Communications
2 Governor Fitzroy Place, Auckland Central

Located at the corner of Mayoral Drive and Governor Fitzroy Place in 
the centre of Auckland, the new School of Communications will be a 
major gateway to AUT and will transform the University’s City Campus.

Opened in February 2013, AUT’s new specialist Technology Learning 
Precinct covers 2.9 hectares on its city campus. The Learning Precinct 
provides specialist and general teaching facilities increasing the campus 
area by 25%. The project encompasses 20,000 square metres of 
under-cover space, including a 12 - storey tower, a 5 - storey  
glass - roofed atrium, cafes, shops and plaza areas.

The link between space, technology and the process of teaching 
has been carefully considered in the precinct’s design and choice of 
technology. The precinct houses specialist facilities for AUT’s school of 
communication studies, including a screen and television studio, motion 
capture and Chroma key studio, performance studio, radio station, 
sound and edit suites, digital media computer labs, and a brand new 
media centre.

All lobbies and break out spaces are designed as collaborative social 
study areas with a range of furniture types to cater for multiple ways 
of learning. High efficiency heating and air-conditioning, low - energy 
lighting and long - life materials also contribute to the visionary design 
and function of the buildings.

The precinct completes AUT’s Mayoral Drive frontage by linking to the 
faculty of business and law building and the tourism and hospitality 
building. Governor Fitzroy Place will become a primarily pedestrian 
area featuring an open public plaza for students.

Tour C1- Central Tertiary Tour #1
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Mission Heights Primary School
103 Jeffs Road, Flat Bush

These state - of - the - art schools incorporate both primary and junior 
colleges on one site - the first new school complex in New Zealand  
to do so since 1999.

With over 10,000m² of combined floor area, Mission Heights operates 
on a civic scale and challenges the traditional New Zealand education 
archetype, signaling that schools now engage with the public and their 
local community.

The forward - looking design responds to the requirements of the new 
education curriculum and to the schools’ need to share facilities and 
work collaboratively. A series of buildings with continuous floating roof 
forms that generate a series of covered courtyards, this facility appears 
light and elegant, yet stoic and robust.

Both schools incorporate cutting-edge technology including smart cards 
for students to connect to user domains at any computer throughout the 
school, and the ability for pupils, teachers and parents to connect to the 
system from home.

The schools took a strong sustainability stance and were the first to 
apply a Green Star Education rating tool (which we developed with the 
New Zealand Green Building Council and Ministry of Education) to 
its design and construction. When it opened in January 2009, Mission 
Heights won a Best Practice Green Star Rating from the council.

Innovative systems include: light-harvesting technology, daylight-sensitive 
switching, solar panels for hot water heating, rainwater collection for 
servicing toilets, under-floor gas heating and an interactive system in the 
library that allows exploration of the green features of the school.

Ormiston Senior College
275 Ormiston Road, Flat Bush 

This site visit is sponsored by

In 2011 Ormiston Senior College welcomed students to a new year 
in a stunning new facility. Designed by Jasmax, the facilities have been 
choreographed to meet the needs of teaching and learning in the  
21st century, and will provide a space that students and staff can  
excel in Ormiston Senior College’s facilities have been designed 
to stand the test of time and provide a strong focus for this new and 
growing community. The New Zealand Green Building Council has 
awarded the school a 5 Star Education Design within the Green  
Star New Zealand rating system.

To gain this prestigious rating the building has been designed with a 
number of exceptional features. These include a passive ventilation 
‘mono-draft’ system, a first in New Zealand, providing natural airflow 
with low running costs. The building also features good natural daylight, 
energy-efficient lighting and heating, efficient use of water, solar panels 
and sustainably-sourced materials. The durable brick façade will be 
long-lasting and require no maintenance.

The two-storey building sits under one roof around a central, sheltered, 
north-facing courtyard. Students and teachers have a variety of learning 
spaces in which to work, with spaces being selected for use depending 
on the learning purpose. There are learning commons, presentation 
rooms, quiet spaces, specialist rooms, along with a spacious library set 
high above Ormiston Road.

An exciting feature is the central café situated in the large atrium within 
the foyer and spilling out into the courtyard through double-height glass 
roller ‘firestation’ doors, forming a buzzing hub at the centre of the 
school. The school also has a raked theatre, seating about 260 people 
for drama, dance and music performances. Adjacent to this auditorium 
is the large gym with a sprung floor suitable for many sports, and the 
low windows along one side provide a view out to the all-weather 
courts and playing fields.

Tour S1 - Southern Tour #1
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BLENNZ School 
131 Browns Road, Manurewa

ACS Architects fulfilled an extremely complex brief for the Blind and 
Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ), with all building work 
occurring while the existing site and all its services were kept fully 
operational. We are extremely proud that the result of this project has 
brought a greater awareness of the blind community and the services 
BLENNZ provides. In addition, the value of the property has been 
greatly enhanced by freeing up land for further development.

The purpose-built single building consolidated buildings from 7,785m² 
to 4181m², bringing together BLENNZ’s disparate 1960s’ components. 
The internal open plan layout integrates all the teaching, training and 
assessment functions of the facility and provides interconnectedness. 
It has refined the way the network’s teaching and training is carried 
out; teachers and students are more visible and areas can be easily 
reconfigured if required.

The floor layout is very flexible and accommodates several users,  
such as the national assessment centre, teaching and learning support 
centre, national administration centre, early childhood facility and  
visual resource centre.

This project has received two NZIA Awards. A separate hostel provides 
a homely and safe environment, and includes an internal, accessible, 
landscaped courtyard that acts as an outdoor entertainment area for 
residents. The building has a simple elegance and is easily maintained 
through the use of low maintenance materials, with all services centrally 
located. The site is well secured within a perimeter fence, which has 
virtually eliminated vandalism.

Kia Aroha College
51 Othello Drive, Flat Bush

Borne out of difficult circumstances in a low socio economic area in 
South Auckland, what started out as a primary school, eventually, after 
much community lobbying, grew into a fully fledged high school.

Kia Aroha College has a strong Maori focus and is closely arranged 
around a rebuilt marae space with a big emphasis on connecting with 
their students cultural roots. The school for many of these students is their 
only ‘safe’ space. The concept of whanau or family is fully engaged 
with a lot of community presence as adults and caregivers can often be 
found in the learning spaces. In the early days many of these students 
were rejected by the normal school system. They needed help.

The design is open plan, sited under the airport flight path the acoustic 
challenge was obvious both internally and externally. Many of these 
students had previously struggled in a traditional class room based 
learning environment. The school worked very closely with the architects 
to shape learning spaces that offered flexibility and support to their 
students. In many ways this school was the pioneer of the open 
learning studio space in the Auckland area, this was without reference 
to overseas trends or ideas but came directly from the schools own 
desire to have a very fluid and connected environment that they believe 
reflects the way Maori students understand space and approach  
their learning.

Outside the buildings and based on important cultural narratives 
the landscape paving patterns are derived from traditional weaving 
patterns. Selected by the school community these significant ‘stories’  
are embedded and celebrated in the landscape.

If you are interested in looking at how learning and culture can  
connect and empower each other you will find this site visit a 
worthwhile experience.

Tour S3 - SouthernTour #3
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Stonefields Primary School
81 Tihi Street, Mt Wellington

This site visit is sponsored by

Stonefields School is a decile 9 school of years 1-8 and has about 212 
pupils with a future capacity of about 650. The school was designed 
by Jasmax and opened in February 2011 at the epicentre of a recent 
housing development. Stage two will commence in May 2013. 
Stonefields School has a big emphasis on collaborative learning, and 
this is producing some startlingly enthusiastic students who speak very 
affectionately about their new learning hubs, their teachers and their 
own learning.

Collaborating was the essence of the vision and the design, spaces 
and opportunities had to be created for students and teachers to learn 
and teach in collaborative settings. The floor plan for the main block at 
Stonefields shows how “collaborating” was taken by the architect from 
being a vision to a reality. The clusters of teaching spaces are arranged 
within the building as learning hubs of approximately 90 students with 
three teachers in each and are planned around a shared awhina and 
two small break-out spaces.

The learning hubs also have wet areas, sinks and benches, copious 
display space for students’ work, shelves and storage for tote trays 
of student work, indoor/outdoor opportunities, laptops and fixed 
computers and mobile furniture that can be arranged as students and 
teachers wish. These flexible learning areas are filled with natural light, 
ventilation is easily controlled with high and low level windows, walls 
and floors and ceilings all have acoustic linings. 

As well as the learning hub spaces, the school incorporates a library, 
a multi-purpose hall and administration, staff and reception areas. 
The school planning is grouped around a central courtyard space 
that opens to the sun and turns its back on a very persistent and cold 
southerly wind. Large sliding doors open outside under wide verandahs. 
The landscape treatment picks up on the idea of the original basalt rock 
quarry with references to the site’s earlier volcanic history.

Elim Christian College Junior 
Campus
92 Golfland Drive, Howick

The dynamic new Elim Christian College Junior Campus, welcomed 
its first intake of Year 1-7 pupils when classes began in February 2012 
and has been well recieved by students and staff alike. Situated on 
Golfland Drive, separate from the senior campus in Botany, the new 
junior school caters for about 400 young students. The College’s 
Principal Murray Burton says, “We asked architects Jasmax to reflect 
the school’s special character in the design… In the Bible, Elim is an 
oasis and place of refreshment. We want students and visitors to get the 
nature of the school as soon as they see it”.

This culminated in a vibrant scheme that encompassed over 30 
classrooms, a full - size rugby field, playgrounds and sophisticated 
learning technology. Construction of the project was completed in  
two phases. The first stage included the construction of 14 classrooms 
and the second the addition of another 18 classrooms and a 
technology block.

Desert-coloured brick in three different tones adorns the school’s exterior 
facade, while walls within the campus are painted vivid primary colours. 
Between the brightly coloured classrooms is a courtyard dotted with 
palm trees and an adventure playground laid with blue and orange 
artificial turf.

Adjoining classrooms can be opened up or closed off to one another 
creating flexible learning spaces, and all of the furniture is on wheels so 
classrooms can be reconfigured to suit the teachers and students needs. 
Technology has also been a focus and full use will be made of IT 
communications, such as wi-fi, so students stay “mobile but connected”. 
Quotes and scriptures from the Bible are etched into the building fabric, 
embodying the school’s spirit in the architecture.

Tour E1 - Eastern Tour #1
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Epsom Girls Grammar School  
Performing Arts Centre
Silver Road, Epsom

The Epsom Girls Grammar Performing Arts Centre (also known as the 
Raye Freedman Arts Centre) was realised as the figurehead building 
for Epsom Girls Grammar School (EGGS) and completes the Gillies 
Avenue elevation, a final component in the masterplan for the school.

Sitting the centre on the prominent corner of Gillies Avenue and  
Silver Road provided a vital link for the school to the wider community, 
allowing EGGS to complete the fundraising for the project by entering 
into a joint venture project with Auckland City Council.

The design processes addressed the dual use by community and 
school. The public entrance foyer engages with the street, inviting 
community participation with its transparency and large scale; from 
the street at night the foyer is lit up by glowing red wall, its form gently 
bulging outwards.

Some of the features of the centre include the 250- seat Lady Fisher 
Auditorium, a large foyer for exhibition, launches, post-performance 
gatherings and functions and generous rehearsal spaces that open  
onto a natural outdoor amphitheatre with music and drama suites.

Grey profiled metal cladding to the elevations forms a camouflage 
against the basalt stone the school is founded upon. From inside the 
facility, during the day, white-framed windows frame the trees; at night 
the circulation corridor and windows are illuminated, dissolving the 
facade from the exterior.

St Cuthbert’s College Performing 
Arts Centre 
122 Market Road, Epsom

As the newest addition to the St Cuthbert’s College campus the 
Performing Arts Centre provides specialised teaching and rehearsal 
facilities for improved music and drama education for students at  
the college.

Situated on the corner of two main street frontages in a neighbourhood 
characterised by established homes and mature trees the project looks 
to provide a transition between the scale of its residential surroundings 
and the college campus.

The building idea is a series of elements organised around a central 
atrium space. Towards the street these present an abstraction of the 
scale, form and rhythm of the adjacent residential context. Facing the 
college they provide a sheltered point of arrival linking the new  
building to the college campus.

The atrium anchors the individual building elements, each of which 
accommodates clearly identifiable teaching and activity zones.  
These include general teaching spaces for music and drama as well  
as specialised facilities for instrument teaching, full size orchestra 
rehearsal, choir and drama performance.

The central atrium introduces light deep into the heart of the building 
and has become the social hub of the performing arts community  
on campus, providing space for both informal break out and  
formal functions.

Tour E3 - Eastern Tour #3 - Performing Arts
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Hobsonville Point  
Primary School
104 Hobsonville Road, Hobsonville

This site visit is sponsored by

The project will see a new primary and secondary school built as  
part of a new ‘suburb’, Hobsonville Point, situated halfway between 
Albany and Westgate on State Highway 18.

ASC Architects is a key component of Learning Infrastructure Partners, 
winners of this first ever public private partnership school project in 
New Zealand. They won the project in competition against local and 
international consortia – putting into perspective the magnitude of this 
achievement for their company.

Learning Infrastructure Partners is a consortium made up of firms with 
significant experience in designing and building New Zealand schools, 
including ASC Architects (design partner), Hawkins Construction, 
Programmed Facility Maintenance (maintenance), Morrison & Co 
Public Infrastructure Partnership Fund (equity funding) and Westpac 
Bank (senior debt).

Together ASC Architects will design, build and finance the schools and 
be responsible for maintaining them throughout the 25 - year contract. 
Both schools, with a combined student population of 1,600, will be 
significantly different from any other New Zealand school in terms of 
construction quality, building performance and their effectiveness as 
21st century learning environments.

Students and teachers will have a range of innovative, flexible 
and functional spaces to support a wide variety of teaching and 
learning practices. Outdoor and indoor learning spaces will be 
safe and inspirational, providing students with the opportunity and 
encouragement to achieve their full potential. Designs have been 
developed on environmentally friendly and ecologically sound 
principles with genuine commitment to sustainability issues. The buildings 
will be built to a 5 Star Green Star Certified Rating, with the quality of 
the building skin and internal environment far above the standard  
of any school previously built in New Zealand.

Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o  
Te Kotuku 
92 Simpson Road, Ranui

In 1992, Te Kotuku was established by parents so that their children 
could be educated in a schooling environment, where Maori customs 
and traditions, values and Maori knowledge are central to their 
children’s education. Construction of the new permanent premises of  
Te Kotuku began in 2009 on a site in Ranui, on the far western fringes 
of Auckland City, and the school was officially opened in 2010. 

The whanau decided to switch teaching children from a traditional 
single cell classroom environment to a more modern open planned 
classroom environment. The new building was designed with one main 
open teaching space for all tamariki to learn. Attached to this space 
but divided by a removable wall was another large space similar to 
that of a wharenui for karakia, assemblies and waiata. Additionally the 
traditional staff room was converted into a wharekai for all members  
of the whanau including tamariki plus a whanau meeting room  
was established.

The buildings, driveway, entrances and playgrounds support the 
philosophy of Kura Kaupapa Maori where Te Reo Maori only speaking 
zones are clearly defined. The day to day entrance area, road and 
office block were located strategically away from all other kura spaces - 
which are in most part Maori speaking areas only. The main building is 
suspended across a natural gulley which will be planted in native bush 
to create an area where the children can learn about eco-sustainability, 
Maori medicines, sustainability and fauna and flora.

Tour W1- Western Tour #1
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The University of Auckland  
Undergrad Labs
38 Princes Street, Auckland Central

After completing the Master Plan for the future development of  
The University of Auckland’s Sector 300 Science Centre, Architectus 
was selected to undertake the vast project, which included the 
refurbishment of Building 303’s Undergrad Labs Located at the corner 
of Princes and Wellesley Streets Building 303 occupies an important 
gateway position at the interface between the University of Auckland’s 
City Campus and the CBD. Designed by the Ministry of Works and 
built in the 1960’s the building fabric is largely original.

Two key requirements are addressed in the project brief; the realisation 
of the outcomes of the preceding Masterplanning process and the 
refurbishment of the existing building to incorporate the results of a 
planning exercise undertaken in consultation with the three Science 
Departments who will remain as building occupants.

In response our proposal identifies opportunities to create a new 
transparent permeable edge to the street featuring a new entry and 
enhancement of the adjacent streetscapes.

Within the tower levels new breakout spaces on each level encourage 
staff interaction and chance encounters between Departments. 
Externally these spaces are expressed as a transparent multi-storey 
‘balcony window’ cantilevering beyond the primary façade to form a 
visual connection to Albert Park and the CBD beyond.

Energy efficiency is achieved through the use of sun-shading, solar 
water heating and a passive ventilation strategy which realises the 
potential of the buildings existing thermal mass.

Tour C2 - Central Tertiary Tour #2
Thursday 30 May 2013, 1.00pm - 4.00pm
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The University of Auckland 
School of Engineering 
20 Symonds Street, Auckland Central

The Atrium / Theatre & Library projects are the first significant 
developments to be undertaken on the original School of  
Engineering complex in over 40 years.

In effect, these new facilities, which are inserted in and around the 
existing group of building blocks, have transformed what was a  
very compartmentalised, utilitarian and austere environment into  
an open and integrated complex.

The Atrium / Theatre facilities provide a new 250 seat lecture theatre 
and an infill structure between two building blocks creating an Atrium 
space which provides a ‘social heart’ for the School. The facilities also 
incorporate casual study areas, computer laboratories, new toilets, 
common room with catered kitchen facilities, and foyer ‘crush’  
space to the existing lecture theatres.

An upgraded main entrance connected to covered pedestrian 
walkways between the adjacent School of Architecture and the Student 
Amenities Building across Symonds Street facilitates linkages between 
the School of Engineering and the wider university campus precinct.

The Engineering School Library, located adjacent to the Atrium, involves 
the retrofit of existing floor space over two floors, virtually doubling 
the size of the library facilities. The expanded library facilities also 
incorporate a new Student Centre, group study areas, and a new 
facade treatment which transforms the internal environment of the  
old library into one which engages with the public realm.

The University of Auckland 
Business School 
12 Grafton Road, Auckland Central 

The University of Auckland Business School conducted an international 
design competition in order to fulfil the vision of a world class Business 
School. FJMT + Archimedia won the competition ahead of four of 
Australasia’s pre-eminent architecture practices.

A composition of layered sinuous blades reaches out to embrace the 
community, providing a dramatic sculpture of reflection, illuminance  
and animation. Multiple layers of meaning and interpretation enrich  
the development providing a distinctive image for the School that 
places it within an international stage as a leader in teaching,  
research and scholarship.

Organic forms gather the activity and energy of the site into a major 
new public square, anchoring the building and reinterpreting the 
topography of the immediate sloping site and Auckland’s volcanic 
harbour forms. The fluid and open expression provides a strong 
contemporary counterpoint to the traditional insular European  
buildings that characterised the beginnings of the University.

A powerful new symbol of research and knowledge is proposed, 
providing an appropriate international projection for the School that 
values excellence, innovation, progressiveness, and openness, whilst 
welcoming and embracing the local community. A subtle combination 
of a conventional panellised system of metal, timber and glass  
provides a sophisticated layered and breathable façade.

Low energy mixed-mode systems of environmental control are employed 
to provide appropriate environmental conditions throughout the complex. 
The energy fins provide shafts for the introduction of filtered natural light 
and ventilation deep within the interior volumes. A podium of basalt and 
soft landscaping anchors the proposal, providing a platform that adjusts 
the scale of the new development, to provide a significant raised urban 
square and main entry level to the Business School.
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Hingaia Peninsula School 
179 Hingaia Road, Papakura South 

Opening at the beginning of 2012 this brand new greenfield school is 
situated in the growing residential area of Hingaia Peninsula. Hingaia 
Peninsula School (HPS) is a state school for Years 0-8 and in 2012  
had a total roll of 67 students.

Located 30 klms south down the motorway from Auckland CBD near 
the suburb of Papakura, Hingaia Peninsula is on the outer limits of 
the city. It is surrounded by rural farmland, lifestyle properties and the 
Manukau Harbour.

From the beginning HPS was based around the idea of the modern 
learning environment and the concept of learning studios. The studios 
are multi- functional spaces with breakout spaces that cater for a variety 
of different learning styles. Children have the opportunity to work 
creatively, both individually and in groups, and to personalise their 
learning space to suit their needs.

HPS is currently using two studios with three teachers per studio.  
Studio 2 is for Years 0 - 3 and Studio 3 for Years 4 - 8. Each studio 
is approx 290 square metres with five ‘nooks’ surrounding a central 
teaching space. These ‘nooks’ are used by students for different types 
of learning and creating. All the studios are nestled beneath a large all 
encompassing timber constructed roof which connects them with the 
administration, library and hall spaces which complete the school.

A review of the school described how ‘the learning studios at Hingaia…
represent an important milestone in the design of learning spaces in 
New Zealand primary schools (and) redefine what future classrooms 
here could look like.’

Hingaia Peninsula School became the first school in New Zealand to 
be awarded a 5 Greenstar NZ - Education 2009 Built Rating from the 
NZ Green Building Council.

Alfriston College
550 Porchester Road, Randwick Park

One of the first two new schools to be built in Auckland in 25 years, 
Alfriston College is a successful manifestation of current thinking on 
education for the 21st Century.

Separated two-storey Whanau blocks provide an identity as well 
as a home-base for vertically-integrated groups of students within 
this 1500 - pupil school. An emphasis on providing an environment 
where students can develop independent learning skills has driven the 
integration of flexibility and choice throughout the school.

Flexibility of teaching space configuration through operable walls 
and screens and comprehensive implementation of ICT networks is 
reinforced by the sheer variety of indoor and outdoor learning spaces 
catering for specific needs.

The campus has an urban-scaled environment of individual structures 
unified by their careful placement around a sheltered courtyard 
space. Landscape has been thoughtfully integrated within the entire 
composition in a way that also provides environmental learning 
possibilities for students.

Environmentally-Sustainable Design Principles play a key part in the 
overall design. Emphasis has been placed on a passive design. Thermal 
insulation, daylight, solar design, and natural ventilation assisted by 
heat reclaim technology, are all used to great advantage. In keeping 
with Enviroschools, the Environmental Education NZ Initiative, Alfriston 
College provides an environment, both natural and built, that enables 
students to learn with nature.

Tour S2 - Southern Tour #2
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Saint Kentigern College  
MacFarlan Centre 
130 Pakuranga Road, Pakuranga

In December 2005 RTA Studio was successful in winning an 
architectural competition for the design of the new administration 
building for Saint Kentigern College.

The briefing process for the new building commenced in early 2006, 
however it soon became apparent that a number of wider campus 
issues including the reuse of existing campus buildings needed 
investigation before the brief could be finalised. RTA Studio was 
subsequently commissioned to prepare a Campus Concept Plan to 
be used as a guiding document for the development of the College 
through to 2020.

This project involves the construction of a new administration building 
for Saint Kentigern College accommodating campus reception, student 
services, Trust Board offices and staff facilities. The building has an 
L-shaped plan that provides a formal façade to the eastern ‘public’  
entry side and enclosing an outdoor senior student plaza to the west.

The arrangement of the building seeks to facilitate efficient student and 
staff pedestrian flows through and around the campus, while separating 
the visitor entrance. The environmentally sustainable features of the 
building include extensive louvring of windows to reduce heat gain but 
allowing natural light, rainwater harvesting and re-use, and use of low 
embodied energy building materials from sustainable sources or with 
high recycled content.

Saint Kentigern College  
Science Centre 
130 Pakuranga Road, Pakuranga

Completed in 2006, RTA Studio’s design for the Saint Kentigern College 
Science Centre encompasses a large new atrium and the renovation of 
existing facilities which have been extended and enhanced.

The redevelopment of Saint Kentigern College’s 1970’s science building 
involved the addition of four new laboratories, refurbishment of the existing 
facilities, and the construction of a dramatic new entry atrium.

The building is located at the busy heart of the Campus’ teaching precinct 
which necessitated a significant briefing requirement for it to better 
accommodate ‘through traffic’ of students moving between classes. Several 
of the existing laboratories that were not part of the original contract have 
been progressively refurbished over subsequent summer breaks.

Tour E2 - Eastern Tour #2
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Saint Kentigern School Jubilee  
Sports Centre 
82 Shore Road, Remuera

This Site Visit is sponsored by

After completing the Master Plan for the future development of  
Saint Kentigern School Architectus was selected to undertake the  
first project to be commissioned from the Master Plan, the new  
Jubilee Sports Centre.

The brief called for a new multi-purpose sports facility to include a 
gymnasium sized to accommodate national-level indoor sports, two 
teaching spaces, a sports pavilion, associated storage and changing, 
an all - weather sports surface for tennis and hockey and landscaped 
car parking. The project was to be completed for the School’s Jubilee 
in 2009.

The school’s campus is on a tight coastal site on which existing 
buildings, playing fields, significant existing trees and undulating terrain 
made planning for an expanding roll a challenging exercise.

The gymnasium ‘box’ is partially ‘buried’ in the bank thus reducing the 
scale and visual impact of the project on neighbouring and adjacent 
sites and enabling the new structure to stabilize the bank.

Other elements of the brief are accommodated in two clearly defined 
parts of the building. The teaching and pavilion functions are located 
in a single level ‘bar’ bordering the upper field and overlooking the 
gymnasium interior whilst circulation, changing and storage functions 
are located in a linking element that follows the slope of the existing 
bank beside the gym box.

Tour E4 - Eastern Tour #4 – 
Sports Centres

Saint Kentigern College Arts and 
Technology Building
130 Pakuranga Road, Pakuranga

Warren and Mahoney won a limited design competition at Saint 
Kentigern College for an Arts and Technology complex that 
incorporates teaching resources into a purpose made building, 
designed to both complement and extend the existing school context.

The new building is part of the master plan for development (also 
developed by Warren and Mahoney) which incorporates a new girls 
school, extensions to science teaching facilities, a new administration 
building and a complete landscape plan. The new facility has been 
designed with environmental sustainability as a core client focus.

The site is located on the Northern fringe of the campus, possessing 
a dramatic relationship with the Tamaki River and the generous open 
space of the College’s fields and river frontage. It is in this location as 
well that the collegiate structure of the original College gives way to 
open space.

Part of the design context of this project was also the College’s 
organisational and cultural evolution as girls have been introduced to 
the school, and as changes in the curriculum required new facilities. In 
both these ways - location in space and time – the project’s context is 
one of transition.

The building’s composition in structure, form, and materiality respond to 
the transitional nature of its context, setting up connections to the earlier 
geometry, whilst at the same time opening out. Two simple forms both 
serve and are expressive of each curriculum section, with the atrium 
space between creating much-needed common ground and shelter for 
display, casual interaction, and events.
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Saint Peter’s College Sports 
Complex 
23 Mountain Road, Grafton

The new sports complex represents the next stage of the development 
of the school’s master plan.

The Sports Complex brief called for a space which can accommodate 
basketball, volleyball, and badminton courts to a club standard, with 
necessary ancillary facilities as well as two classrooms. St Peter’s is 
an inner city school constrained for land and the area available for 
building was separated from the rest of the school by an 11 metre  
high cliff, encircled by a railway and a busy arterial road.

The building responds to the challenges offered by the site. The hall is 
conceptually an open-ended vault. Solid concrete walls are used as  
the flanks of the building, providing acoustic protection from the 
adjacent road and supported laterally by precast buttresses at regular 
intervals. Spanning between the walls is a series of trusses supporting 
the roof of the hall. The east and west ends of the gym are as 
transparent as possible.

A connection was created from the road, through the building, with the 
hall on one side and the ancillary spaces on the other, across a bridge 
and up the cliff to connect to the main school. The remainder of the site 
has been converted to artificial training turf and acts as a counterpoint 
to the mass of the hall.

The new building forms an imposing presence on Khyber Pass, the 
adjacent arterial road. The upper precast walls are exposed basalt 
aggregate, reflecting the underlying volcanic rock of the site and carry 
the school’s moto “to love and to serve” in large stainless steel letters 
while the lower half is covered in a stretched tensile steel mesh covered 
in climbing plants forming a green wall with glazed openings or 
portholes allowing views into the hall.

Auckland Grammar School  
Sports Complex
55-85 Mountain Road, Mt Eden

Completed in 2006, the new Auckland Grammar School Gymnasium 
is a vast complex that incorporates multiple facilities to enhance the 
physical education and sports program for students at the school.

The major element of the gymnasium is a 36m x 36m volume with 
provision for volleyball, badminton, basketball and a full range of 
gymnastic facilities. A linear arrangement of support facilities wraps two 
sides of the gym volume: changing rooms, entry foyer and equipment 
storage on the lower level, and viewing galleries with office and 
teaching spaces on the upper level.

One of the key drivers in the design was to provide flush playing 
surfaces to the internal facades of the gym proper. This fundamental 
concept was carried through to from inception to completion, informing 
the architectural detailing, material selection and integration of  
structure and services.

The gymnasium is sited on the edge of the Number 1 rugby field, 
overlooking the basalt cliff to the lower fields and the southern 
motorway beyond; the linear brick facade with its band of clerestory 
glazing beneath a floating roof, clearly visible from the motorway.  
The chosen materials and colours reflect the context of the gymnasium; 
the undulating brick facade speaks to the adjacent Specialist Block 
with its oblique folded brick openings (a previous Architectus project 
completed in 2004) and recalls the volcanic origins of the site and the 
conceptual idea of shifted terrains.
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Avondale College
51 Victor Street, Avondale

With 2650 students, Avondale College is one of New Zealand’s 
largest secondary schools and can also boast undergoing the single 
biggest rebuilding program for a school in New Zealand.

Avondale College was originally built in the 1940’s as a military 
hospital base, and declared Avondale Technical High School in 
1945. Over time many of its buildings became run down and needed 
maintenance or to be replaced, so Jasmax were commissioned to 
do the master-plan for the College. The entire project encompasses 
refurbishments of historic buildings and an extensive new build in  
several phases.

The first stage of the rebuild included the new maths and physics block, 
which gives the school’s students a modern learning environment. This 
project successfully weaves together renovated historic buildings with 
contemporary architecture, linking them by way of a canopy feature  
that incorporates imagery and patterns that reflect the local area.

The facility contains the latest technology with data projectors and 
computers in each room. Sustainability is a also key feature of the 
building with double glazing, rainwater tanks, recycled carpet and  
an ecologically sound design that gives good natural ventilation. 
The rooms are fitted with sensors to turn lights on and off and also put 
out varying levels of light, depending on the natural light levels in the 
room - both power - saving measures. The entire project was designed 
to reduce energy use, and the school’s energy bill has already dropped 
by 30 per cent.

Stage two, due to be completed in 2013, includes a new dance studio 
with an outdoor stage beyond its main doors, opening up a world 
of opportunities for performing arts students, and the upgrade of the 
school’s outdoor sport facilities including tennis and netball courts.

Auckland Girls’ Grammar School
16 Howe Street, Freemans Bay

As one of the first secondary schools to be established in  
New Zealand, Auckland Girls’ Grammar has been educating  
young women since 1888.

The school moved to its present day campus in the inner city suburb 
of Freemans Bay in 1909. Located less than 1.5 klms from the heart of 
Auckland CBD, the school is situated on the side of a steep hill with 
views overlooking Waitemata Harbour. It is adjacent to the city’s  
oldest park, Western Park, and is surrounded by beautiful historic  
trees and gardens.

In 2000 the school embarked on a building and refurbishment  
program to modernise the facilities and to cater for increases in  
student population. Today over 1400 students attend AGG’s  
as it is known colloquially.

Because of the steep nature of the site a Masterplan was developed 
to identify the best possible use of limited building platforms that would 
ensure a cohesive and thoughtful campus plan. Some of the major 
facilities completed in the intervening 12 years include a gymnasium/
dance studio with outdoor sport support facilities perched on a bank 
between two levels of playing courts, a Technology block designed 
in response to the new technology curriculum and a Mathematics 
and Arts classroom block. In recent months the entire top floor of an 
existing 4-storey classroom block, built in 1970, has been gutted and 
refurbished to create a bright, colourful and modern Information  
Centre and Computer Commons.

Tour W2 - Western Tour #2
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Informal Drinks - Everybody’s Bar
Venue:  Everybody’s Bar, 7 Fort Street, Auckland
Date:  Tuesday 28 May 2013
Time:  5.30pm - 7.30pm
Dress:  Smart Casual
Cost:  You will be given a drink ticket when you register on Tuesday
Provided:  1 complimentary drink A drink voucher will be given to  
 early registrants, so do join in the networking on arrival 

Welcome Reception - Viaduct Events Centre
Venue:  Viaduct Events Centre
Date:  Wednesday 29 May 2013
Time:  5.30pm - 7.30pm
Dress:  Smart Casual
Cost:  Included in Full Delegate Registration Fee
Extra Tickets:  $80.00
Provided:  Canapés and beverages  
Activities:  CEFPI Awards and Entertainment

This event is sponsored by

The Viaduct Events Centre takes pride of place in Auckland’s 
reinvigorated Wynyard Quarter where there are many  
restaurants, and cafes. The New Zealand Institute of Architects  
recognised the exemplary design of the centre by offering  
awards for the Public and Sustainable Architecture. The venue  
is just a few minutes’ walk from the city centre and will certainly  
be a place of interest for delegates. 

Conference Dinner - Auckland Museum
Venue:  Auckland Museum
Date:  Thursday 30 May 2013
Time:  7.00pm - 11.30pm
Dress:  ALL BLACK
Cost:  You need to purchase a ticket for this event
Tickets:  $140.00
Provided:  3- course meal and beverages  
Activities:  CEFPI Awards and Entertainment

Situated above the Waitemata Harbour in the lush grounds of  
Auckland Domain, Auckland Museum provides a spectacular  
venue for the conference dinner. As well as an outstanding view of  
Auckland, the Museum also has architectural features and historic  
aspects which may be of interest to delegates.

Social Functions
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Christchurch 
Tour

SESSION TUESDAY 28 WEDNESDAY 29 THURSDAY 30 FRIDAY 31

Registration continues

Conference Opening 
Helen Anderson 
Conference Chair 
Address by Mark Trotter  
CEFPI Australasia Chair 
Welcome by the New Zealand 
Ministry of Education 
Maori blessing

Keynote 1 

Expected and Unexpected 
Disruption Factors: 
Christchurch Schools and the 
Canterbury Earthquakes 

Mike Anderson and  
John Leonard

Keynote 4 

Factories No More: The Key 
Role Design and Furniture 
has in Enabling Teachers to 
Change Pedagogy 

Stephen Harris

Keynote 5 

Designing Agile Learning 
Ecologies for Complex Futures 

Christian Long and Trung Le

Morning tea with Trade 
Exhibitors

Morning tea with Trade 
Exhibitors

Adelaide Promotion

Morning Tea

Mayfield Project

Thank you to all and HOME

Keynote 2

Designing Spaces for Learning 

Mark Treadwell

Choose your Disruption

Snap 
Shots

Talk 
to the 
Experts

Workshops

Keynote 3

Beyond a Turbo Charged 
Caterpillar: Using Disruptive 
Forces Intelligently to 
Affect Transformation of an 
Outmoded System 

Dr Julia Atkin

Lunch with Trade Exhibitors Lunch with Trade Exhibitors

Site Visits Site Visits

Buses return from Site Visits Buses return from Site Visits

Conference Dinner at the 
Auckland Museum

CEFPI Special General 
Meeting of Members

Welcome Reception at  
Viaduct Events Centre

Dinner at your leisure

Casual welcome 
drinks at the 
Everybody’s Bar 
Hotel

Registration

7.30am

8.30am

9.00am

10.00am

10.15am

10.30am

10.45am

11.30am

11.50am

12.00pm

12.30pm

1.15pm

3.00pm

4.00pm

4.30pm

5.30pm

7.00pm

7.30pm

11.30pm

Program
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Choose your “Disruption” Session

SNAPSHOT TALK TO THE EXPERTS WORKSHOPS

S1 
Keeping it Edgy 

Sarah Martin

R1
All you ever 
wanted 
to ask or 
Wonder 
about 
Designing 
Effective 
Spaces for 
Learning

Julia Aitkin

R2
Topic TBC

Graham 
Wilson

R3 
What 
Makes 
a Future 
School?

Jerome 
Partington

R4 
A Research 
Perspective 
on the 
Impacts 
of Space 
Designs on 
Learning, 

Helen 
Anderson

E2
Emerging 
Insights: 
What’s 
Possible 
in Open, 
Agile 
Learning 
Spaces? 

Sarah 
Martin

E3 
Title TBC 

Simon
Cruickshank

E4
How do you 
work with 
what you 
have and 
still allow for 
21st Century 
Practice? 

Daniel Birch

D2 
Learning 
with and 
from 
buildings

John Locke

D3 
How 
GREEN is 
Your School?

Alec 
Couchman

D4 
Boss, 
Leader, 
Builder 

John Sofo

W5 
Good Design  
Begins with 
Honesty: 
Why Must 
Learning 
Culture 
Impact  
School 
Design & 
Architecture? 

Stephen 
Harris

W6 
Designing 
from the 
Inside Out

Julia Atkin

W1 
Pedagogy 
and 
Learning 
Space 
Design in 
NZ in the 
last 15 
Years 

Michael 
Deaker

W2 
Time out! 
Are we 
really 
doing such 
a good 
job? 

Ben 
Cleveland 
and Ken 
Woodman

W3
Creating
Supportive
Learning 
Communites,

Lisa Oldham
and 
Jacque Allen

W4
Hack Your 
Classroom: 
Teaching 
Teachers 
to be 
Designers, 

Christian 
Long and 
Trung Le

E1
Learning in a 
1:1 netbook 
class 

Fiona Grant

D1
The Design 
Consultation 
Process: Are 
we asking 
the Right 
Questions?

Chris
Bradbeer

S2
Space and learning, 
does it matter? 

Daniel Birch

S3
Better Teachers 
Every Day 

Mark Osbourne

S4
Libraries Disrupted: 
From Alexandria to 
iCentre

Elizabeth Jones

S5 
A Change in Space,  
A Change in Practice

William Madgwick

S6 
Space for 
Architecture, 
Architectural Space 

Tony Van Raat

S7
Title TBC

Jane Danielson

S8
Buildings for 
Thinking In 

Bill McKay

10.30am

RESEARCH EDUCATION DESIGN

10.45am

11.00am

11.15am

11.30am

11.45am

12.00pm

12.15pm

Thursday
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SKYCITY Hotel, Auckland
The CEFPI 2013 Conference is being held at the SKYCITY Hotel 
Auckland. Recently refurbished, the modern and spacious hotel 
allows you to relax in style while enjoying the numerous restaurants, 
cafes and bars, a theatre, free live entertainment on selected nights 
and the iconic Sky Tower – all on the doorstep.

Wherever you stay in Auckland, you’re never far from breathtaking 
scenery, beautiful beaches, invigorating walks, idyllic holiday islands, 
outstanding food and wine, great shopping and exciting nightlife.

Travel – discounted airfares from Air New Zealand 
and Virgin Australia
Air New Zealand operates over 200 flights per week to New 
Zealand with its alliance partner Virgin Australia, making it easy for 
you to cross the ditch to attend events like this conference. With its 
Seat to Suit product offering ranging from a Seat only through to 
Works Deluxe and Business Class on its bigger planes, there is a 
seat to suit everyone. Go to www.airnewzealand.com.au to find out 
more and to make your reservations, please don’t forget to enter your 
Promo Code ID, CEFPI into the Promo Code box.

The team at Air New Zealand wishes you all the best for a fun and 
successful time in NZ.

Auckland Airport
Auckland Airport is an easy 45 minute drive away by bus, car or 
taxi. The cost by taxi is approximately $70.00 - $75.00NZD.

Airbus Express conveniently operates buses to and from the airport 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Between 7am – 7pm it departs 
every 10 minutes on weekdays and every 15 minutes on weekends 
(for departures outside these hours, please refer to the Airbus Express 
website). Tickets cost NZ $16 and be pre purchased online at  
www.airbus.co.nz, from the Airbus Ticket kiosk or direct from the driver.

Airport shuttles are approximately NZ$33 for one person from  
the airport and approximately NZ$28 from the SKYCITY Hotel  
to the airport.

If you are travelling by car, take the Southern Motorway north,  
exit at Nelson Street and follow the signs directly to SKYCITY.

Wireless Internet 
Access SKYCITY provide FREE basic WIFI access for delegates 
within the Convention Centre areas. This allows a standard 2MB per 
second download speed per delegate which provides a user with the 
ability to access the internet and emails at a decent download speed.

Special Diets
Delegates with special requirements should ensure details are 
included on the registration form in the “special diet or other 
requirements” section. Special dietary requirements must be advised 
in advance, as special meals cannot be arranged without seven 
days’ notice to the venue. During the breaks please look for the 
“special diets” table. 
 
If there is no allocated seating at the conference dinner you will  
need to ask the waiter for your special meal.

What to Wear?
Dress for the conference is smart casual

Welcome Reception – Smart Casual 

Conference Dinner – As the national colour of NZ the theme for the 
conference dinner is All Black. Dress to impress, be it classic black tie 
or your take on what black means to you, let’s celebrate the colour in 
all its glory.

Weather
The temperature in May ranges from 16° to 20° and can be a low 
as 10° at night so it advisable to bring a jacket or coat.

Special Needs
Wheelchair Access – SKYCITY have lifts that take special needs 
delegates direct to the conference floor.

General Information
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Counci l  of  Educat ional Faci l i ty Planners Internat ional (CEFPI) 

 13th Annual CEFPI Australasia Region Conference
Wednesday 29 May - Friday 31 May 2013
SKYCITY Hotel, Auckland New Zealand

Parking
SKYCITY Carpark is Auckland’s biggest carpark with 1,960 parks 
accessible from three entries. SKYCITY Carpark offers convenient 
motorway access, full time security and surveillance and well lit 
maintained facilities. Discounted car parking rates are available if 
you validate your ticket i.e. $5.00 for the first hour, $1.00 every hour 
after.  There are 2 validating machines located within the Convention 
Centre (one level 4, one level 5).  You can also validate your car 
parking tickets if you spend more than $20.00 at one of the Food & 
Beverage outlets at SKYCITY.

 DAY RATE (6am - 6pm)
 First hour $11.00
 Each extra hour $5.50
 Maximum $40.00

 NIGHT RATE (6pm - 6am)
 First hour $15.00
 Each extra hour $5.50
 Maximum $40.00

 EARLY BIRD
 MONDAY - FRIDAY $14.00
 Entry between 6am-9am and exit before 6pm on the same day  
 (single entry and exit)

Car Hire
Car Hire Auckland - www.carhireauckland.com.au
Budget Rent a Car - www.budget.co.nz
Thrifty Car Rental - www.thrifty.co.nz

Program Disclaimer
The speakers, topics, and times are correct at the time of publishing; 
however, in the event of unforeseen circumstances, the organisers 
reserve the right to alter or delete items from the Conference Program.

Privacy Policy
In registering for this conference, relevant details will be incorporated 
into a delegate list for the benefit of all delegates and may be made 
available to CEFPI sponsors (subject to strict conditions). By completing  
this registration form, you acknowledge that the details supplied by 
you may be used by these organisations. Should you not wish your 
details to be used for these purposes, please tick the Privacy Policy 
box on the registration page.

Conference Partners Policy
We respectfully remind you that partners accompanying delegates 
are not eligible to attend conference sessions and do not qualify for 
refreshments and lunches during the day unless they have registered. 
Any partner wishing to attend events not previously selected and 
paid for in his or her registration may do so at the Conference 
Registration desk. We would be pleased to accommodate any 
requests where possible.

Conference Manager
Please refer any registration queries or mail your registration to
Ros Christie  ros@bccm.com.au  or  
Katrina Daymond  info@bccm.com.au

BCC Management 
Level 1, 370 Bay Street, Port Melbourne Victoria, 3207 Australia
Mob: +61 400 964 696 
Ph: +61 3 8679 5460 
Fax: +61 3 8679 5469
www.cefpi.org.au

New Zealand Contact: Claire Yildiz  CY@jasmax.com  
Mob: +64 9 366 9626  ext 926 
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People from AUSTRALIA and OTHER COUNTRIES please register online here
www.secureregistrations.com/CEFPI2013AUS/

People from NEW ZEALAND please register online here
www.secureregistrations.com/CEFPI2013NZ/



13th Annual CEFPI
Australasia Region 
Conference
Wednesday 29 May - 
Friday 31 May 2013
SKYCITY Hotel, 
Auckland
New Zealand

CEFPI is the Council of Educational Facility Planners International. 

CEFPI is a worldwide professional membership organisation 
sharing knowledge, experiences and best practices in planning, 
designing and building great learning environments. 
www.cefpi.org.au
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